‘Reading’ Wordless Books
At first it might feel a little strange to sit down to "read" a wordless book with your child but we encourage you to tap into your inner child to give it a go. Here are some tips to get you started:
1. Begin by looking at the cover. What can you see? What clues to the story does the cover illustration show?
2. Read the title. Does the title give you any ideas for what the story might be about? Make predictions about the story based on the cover and title.
3. Take a picture walk. Look through the pages of the book with the sole purpose of enjoying the pictures. Talk about anything that captures your attention.
4. "Read" the story. You might go first, inviting your child to add to your story as they see fit. Don’t be afraid to tell your story with dramatic flair. Add sound effects and interesting voices that suit the characters of your tale.
5. Encourage your child to take a turn telling their own version of the story.
6. Ask questions about the book — which is your favourite illustration? Do you have a favourite part of the story or a favourite character? Can you tell about a time you have felt like the main character or found yourself in a similar situation?
The books have information on the inside of the front cover that will give you more specific tips for each individual book. In school we are learning Phase 1 phonics – we are developing the skill of tuning into the sounds we hear in words e.g. mmmmm mum, d d d dad. We are not looking at what the sounds look like when they are written yet – this will come in Reception.
We are also focussing on:
· Treating books with care and respect
· Turning each page carefully
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Holding the book the correct way up
· Talking about the characters
· Telling our own stories
