
St. Martin’s Reading Spine 

 

Nursery Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Class Story 
Books 

 

Nursery Rhymes will feature as part of the daily story sessions in EYFS. 
 

Story books will be selected from a range of traditional and modern children’s stories which provide experiences and perspectives both similar and different to the children’s own in order to 
promote reading for pleasure and to enable children to become familiar with a range of stories. 

 

Poetry 
Anthology 

 
 
 

A Great Big Cuddle: Poems for the Very Young – Michael Rosen  

Core 
Curriculum 

Texts 

 
Humpty Dumpty 

Baa Baa Black Sheep 
Hickory Dickory Dock 

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star 
Incy Wincy Spider 

1 2 3 4 5 Once I Caught a Fish Alive 
Each Peach Pear Plum 

 

  

  

  

 

 
The Colour Monster – Anna Llenas  
Wow Said the Owl – Tim Hopgood 

Tree – Patricia Hegarty 
Mix It Up – Herve Tullet 

 

 

 

 

 

That’s Not My…Series – Fiona Watt 
The Tiger Who Came to Tea – Judith 

Kerr 
Oi! Dog! – Kes Gray 

Dear Zoo – Rod Campbell  
 

 

  

 

Jasper’s Beanstalk – Nick Butterworth 
Jack and the Beanstalk 

Titch – Pat Hutchins 
The Enormous Turnip 

Monkey Puzzle – Julia Donaldson 
 

  

  

  

Mr Grumpy’s Outing – John 
Burningham 

The Train Ride – June Crebbin 
Whatever Next! – Jill Murphy 

Naughty Bus – Jan Oke 
 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt – 

Michael Rosen 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear – Eric 

Carle 
My Friend Bear – Jez Alborough 

A Beginner’s Guide to Bear 
Spotting – Michelle Robinson 

Teddy Bears Picnic  
Where’s My Teddy? - Jez 

Alborough 
 

 

  

 

  

 

  



 

Reception Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Class Story 
Books 

 

Nursery Rhymes will feature as part of the daily story sessions in EYFS. 
 

Story books will be selected from a range of traditional and modern children’s stories which provide experiences and perspectives both similar and different to the children’s own in order to 
promote reading for pleasure and to enable children to become familiar with a range of stories. 

 

Poetry 
Anthology 

 
 
 
 

Poems Out Loud!: First Poems to Read and Perform – Laurie Stansfield 
 
 

 

Little 
Wandle 
Reading 
Books 

A range of phonetically decodable books read at both home and in Little Wandle reading sessions in school. 

 
 

Core 
Curriculum 

Texts 

 
You Choose – Nick Sharrett 

The Colour Monster goes to School – 
Anna Llenas 

10 Rules of a Birthday Wish – Beth 
Ferry  

Argh! There’s a Skeleton Inside You – 
Idan Ben-Barak 

Can I Build Another Me? - Shinsuke 
Yoshitake 

When I Grow Up? – Tim Minchin 
 

  

  

   

Supertato – Sue Hendra 
Traction Man m- Mini Grey 

Superworm – Julia Donaldson 
Juniper Jupiter – Lizzie Stewart 

 

 

 

 

Goldilocks and the Three Bears 
Three Billy Goats Gruff 
The Gingerbread Man 

 

 
 

 
 

 

What the Ladybird Heard – Julia 
Donaldson 

Little Red Hen 
Farmer Duck – Martin Waddell 

Rosie’s Walk – Pat Hutchins 
A Squash and a Squeeze – Julia 

Donaldson 
 

  

 

 
 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar – Eric 
Carle 

The Bad Tempered Ladybird – Eric 
Carle 

The Very Busy Spider – Eric Carle 
Mad about Minibeasts - Giles 

Andreae 
The Big Book of Bugs – Yuval Zommer 

 
 

  

  

  

Captain Flinn and the Pirate 
Dinosaurs – Giles Andreae 

Pirates in the Supermarket – Timothy 
Knapman 

Pirates Love Underpants – Claire 
Freedman 

Pirate Pete/Mrs Pirate – Nick Sharrett 
Commotion in the Ocean  

 

  

  

  



 

Year 1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Class Story 
Books 

Story books will be selected from a range of traditional and modern children’s stories which provide experiences and perspectives both similar and different to the children’s own in order to 
promote reading for pleasure and to enable children to become familiar with a range of stories. 

 

Poetry 
Anthology 

 

I Am the Seed That Grew the Tree – Fiona Waters & Frann Preston-Gannon  
 
 
 

Little 
Wandle 
Reading 
Books 

 
 

A range of phonetically decodable books read at both home and in Little Wandle reading sessions in school.  
 

Guided 
Reading 

Texts 
  

The Koala who Could by 
Rachel Bright 

 

The Friendly mammoth By 
Anna Terreros-Martin 

 

Meet the Planets by Caryl Hart 
 

 

Animals Find it! Explore it! 
More than 250 things to find, 

facts and photos! 

 

Core 
Curriculum 

Texts 

 
Ladybird Moves Home – Richard 

Fowler 
 

Belonging – Jeannie Baker 

Martha Maps It Out – Leigh 
Hodgkinson 

Let’s Go For a Walk – Ranger Hamza  

The Great Pet Sale – Mick Inkpen 

  

  

 

 
Lucy’s Picture – Nicola Moon 

 
The Growing Story – Ruth Krauss  

 
Once There Were Giants – Martin 

Waddell 
 

Dear Santa – Rod Campbell 
 

The Jolly Christmas Postman – Allan 
Ahlberg 

 

  

  

 

 
Katie Morag Delivers the Mail – 

Mairi Hedderwick 

Monkey Puzzle – Julia Donaldson 

Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain – 
Verna Aardema 

The Queen’s Knickers – Nicholas 
Allan 

  

 

 
 

 
The Three Little Pigs 

The Three Little Super Pigs by Claire 
Evans 

Little Red Riding Hood 

Hansel and Gretel 

 

 

  

 

 
The Big Dark by John Prater 

The Little Polar Bear by Hans de Beer 

Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers 

Raven Child and the Snow Witch – 
Linda Sunderland 

 
The Emperor’s Egg – Martin Jenkins 

 

  

  

 
 
 

 

 
Planting a Rainbow – Lois Ehlert 

Alfie Outdoors – Shirley Hughes 

The Tiny Seed – Eric Carle 

Oliver’s Vegetables – Alison Bartlett 

Poppy Goes Wild – Nick Powell 

Sam Plants a Sunflower – Axel 
Scheffler 

I Am the Seed That Grew the Tree – 
Fiona Waters 

  

  

    

  



Year 2 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Class 
Novels to 
be read 

across the 
academic 

year. 

Grandpa Bert and the Ghost Snatchers – Malorie Blackman 
Owen and the Soldier – Lisa Thompson 

Fantastic Mr Fox - Roald Dahl 

Dragonsitter – Josh Lacey 

Amazing Grace – Mary Hoffman 

The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark - Jill Tomlinson 
The Firework Maker’s Daughter - Philip Pullman        

Poetry 
Anthology 

 
 
 

Zim Zam Zoom: Zappy Poems to Read Out Loud – James Carter & Nicola Colton  
 
 

Little 
Wandle 
Reading 
Books 

 
 
 

A range of phonetically decodable books read at both home and in Little Wandle reading sessions in school for those children who require them.  
 

Guided 
Reading 

Texts 

Troll by Julia Donaldson 
 

The Three Billy Goats Gruff by 
Mara Alperin 

 
 

Above and Below by Patricia 
Hegarty 

 

 
 

The Dragonsitter by Josh Lacey 
 

Real Dragons! by Jennifer 
Szymanski (National Geographic 

Kids series) 
 

  

 
Owen and the Soldier by Lisa 

Thompson 
 

 
 

 

Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl  
 

 

Grimm’s Fairytales 
(Usborne Books) 

 
 
 

Core 
Curriculum 

Texts 

 
The Odd Egg – Emily Gravett 

 
The Baby Beast – Chris Judge 

 
The Egg – M. P. Robertson 

    

 
 

 
Vlad and the Great Fire of London by 

Kate Cunningham 
 

The Magic Box – Kit Wright 
 
 

  

 
The Disgusting Sandwich – Gareth 

Edwards 
 

How Did That Get In My Lunchbox? – 
Christine Butterworth 

 
Thank You, Omu – Oge Mora 

 

  

 

 
The Lion, the Witch and the 

Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis 
 

My Secret War Diary by Flossie 
Albright 

 
You Wouldn’t Want to be an 

Evacuee by Simon Smith 
 

  

 

 

Tiddler – Julia Donaldson 
 

Polar Bear, Polar Bear – Bill Martin 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Feathers: Not Just for Flying – 

Melissa Stewart 
 

Stella and the Seagull – Georgina 
Stevens 

 
The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch – 

Ronda and David Armitage 
 

  

 

 



Year 3 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Class 
Novels to 
be read 

across the 
academic 

year. 

 

Bill’s New Frock – Anne Fine 
Iron Man – Ted Hughes 

The Christmasaurus and the Winter Witch – Tom Fletcher 
The Girl who Stole an Elephant – Nizrana Farook 
The Morning I Met a Whale – Michael Morpurgo  

Charlotte’s Web - E.B.White 
 

      

Poetry 
Anthology 

 
 
 

Out and About – Shirley Hughes 
 
 
 
 

Guided 
Reading 

Texts 

  
  The Sea Book by Charlotte 

Milner 
 

 
 
 

 

Ice Palace by Robert Swindells  
 

 

The Iron Man by Ted Hughes 
 

 

The Morning I Met a Whale by 
Michael Morpurgo 

 

 

Usborne Illustrated Atlas of 
Britain and Ireland by Struan 

Reid 
 

 

 
Egyptian Cinderella by Shirley 

Climo 
 

 
 

 

Core 
Curriculum 

Texts 

 
How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth 

by Michelle Robinson 
 

Stone Age Boy  
by Satoshi Kitamura 

 

  
 
 

 
Stone Girl, Bone Girl by Laurence 

Anholt 
 

The Street Beneath My Feet by 
Charlotte Guillain 

 

  
 

 
Out and About – Shirley Hughes 

 
Dancing in the Rain by John Lyons 

 

  

 
The Once Upon a Time Map Book – 

B. G. Hennessy  
 

 

 
 

Gracie, The Lighthouse Cat – Ruth 
Brown  

 

 
 

 
 

Botanicum (Welcome to the 
Museum) – Kathy Willis 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 4 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Class 
Novels to 
be read 

across the 
academic 

year. 

The Borrowers - Mary Norton 
Ariki and the Island of Wonders –Nicola Davies 

A Mouse Called Miika – Matt Haig 

Escape from Pompeii - Christina Balit 

The Train to Impossible Places – P. G. Bell  

A World of Animal Stories – Angela McAllister 
      

Poetry 
Anthology 

 

 

 

Being Me (Poems about Thoughts, Worries and Feelings) – Liz Brownlee, Matt Goodfellow, Laura Mucha  
 
 
 
 

Guided 
Reading 

Texts 

A Myth-Hunter’s Travel Guide by 
The Literacy Company 

 

 
 

 
A World Full of Animal Stories: 50 
Folk Tales and Legends by Angela 

McAllister 
 

 
 

Ariki and the Island of Wonders by 
Nicola Davies  

 

 

 
Fantastically Great Women who 

Saved the Planet by Kate 
Pankhurst 

 

 
 

 
DKfindout! Volcanoes by Maria 

Gill 
 

 
 

 
The Train to Impossible Places by 

P.G. Bell 
 

 
 
 
 

Core 
Curriculum 

Texts 

 
Ancient Egypt: Tales of Gods and 

Pharaohs 
 by Marcia Williams 

 
Marcy and the Riddle of the Sphinx – 

Joe Todd Stanton 
 

  
 

 
You Wouldn’t Want to be a Roman 

Soldier  
by David E. Stewart 

 
The Story of Boudicca by Tony 

Bradman 
 

  

 
River Story 

by Meredith Hooper 
 

A River 
by Marc Martin 

 
 

  

 
The Highway Man – Alfred Noyes 

 
Emmeline Pankhurst: Little People, 

Big Dreams by Lisbeth Kaiser 
 

  

 
Escape from Pompeii by Christina 

Balit 
 

DKfindout! Volcanoes by 
Maria Gill 

 

 

  
 

 
Raven: A Trickster Tale from the 

Pacific Northwest by Gerald 
McDermott 

 
Between Earth and Sky: Legends of 
Native American Sacred Places by 

Joseph Bruchac  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Year 5 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Class 
Novels to 
be read 

across the 
academic 

year. 

 

The  Unforgotten Coat – Frank Cottrell Boyce 
Cosmic – Frank Cottrell Boyce 

There’s         a  Boy in the Girl’s Bathroom - Louis Sachar 

Beetle Boy - M.G. Leonard 

Odd and the Frost Giants – Neil Gaiman 

Kensuke’s Kingdom – Michael Morpurgo 
 

     

Poetry 
Anthology 

 
 
 

Quick, Let’s Get Out of Here – Michael Rosen & Quentin Blake  
 
 
 
 

Guided 
Reading 

Texts 

 
Goodnight Stories for Rebel Girls by 

Elena Favilli 
 

 
 

Hansel and Gretel by Neil 
Gaiman 

 

 
 

 
Odd and the Frost Giants by Neil 

Gaiman 
 

 
 

Exploring Space by The Literacy 
Company 

 

 
 

The Last Wild by Piers Torday 
 

 
 

African Tales: A Barefoot 
Collection by Gcina Mhlophe and 

Rachel Griffin 
 

 
 

Core 
Curriculum 

Texts 

 
Beowulf  

by Michael Morpurgo 
 
Smashing Saxons (Horrible Histories) 

by Terry Deary & Martin Brown 
 

  
 

 
The Arrival – Shaun Tan 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Odd and the Frost Giants – Neil 

Gaiman  
 

 
 

 
Book of the Alps: Facts, figures and 
stories in over 1000 infographics, 

maps and illustrations – Stefan 
Spiegal  

 

 
 

 
I Survived The Sinking of the Titanic – 

Lauren Tarshis 
 

If You Were a Kid Aboard the Titanic 
– Josh Gregory 

 

  

 
Little People, Big Dreams: Stephen 

Hawkins 
 

Kensuke’s Kingdom – Michael 
Morpurgo  

 

   
 

  



Year 6 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Class 
Novels to 
be read 

across the 
academic 

year. 

 

Sky Chasers – Emma Carroll  
Ghost Boys – Jewell Parker Rhodes 

The Boy at the Back of the Class – Onjali Q. Raúf 
When We Were Warriors – Emma Carroll 

Explorer – Katherine Rundell 
A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens 

 
     

Poetry 
Anthology 

 
 
 

Be the Change – Poems to Help You Save the World – Liz Brownlee, Matt Goodfellow & Roger Stevens 
 
 
  

Guided 
Reading 

Texts 

The Explorer by Katherine 
Rundell 

 

 
 

 
Great Adventurers by Alistair 

Humphreys 
 

 
 

The Happy Prince and Other 
Tales by Oscar Wilde 

 

 
 

 
Into the Jungle by Katerine 

Rundell 
 

 

 
Sky Chasers by Emma Carroll  

 

 
 

 
When we were Warriors by 

Emma Carroll 
 

 
 

Core 
Curriculum 

Texts 

 
The Great Kapok Tree - Lynn Cherry 

 
Explorer – Katherine Rundell  

 

  
 

 
Mayan Folktales – James Sexton 

 
A Christmas Carol – Charles Dickens  

 

  

 
Little People, Big Dreams: Greta 

Thunberg 
 

 

 

 
Macbeth – Graffex 

 
Macbeth – TreeTops Classics 

 

   

 
Island: A Story of the Galapagos – 

Jason Chin 
 

 

 
Rose Blanche – Roberto Innocenti  

 
When We Were Warriors – Emma 

Carroll 
 

  

 


